Devotionals




Welcome to SUMMER!

Notes:

Say the word summer and immediately my mind is filled with
memories of lazy days at the lake, road trips and camping
trips, family reunions and vacations. What about you? What
memories come to mind when you think about summer?

Whether you will be making memories on upcoming vacations,

hoping to find time to squeeze in a brief get  -a-way, or simply
remember sand-encompassed camping trips in years past, we
all can identify with the uniqueness of summer.

Tyrean Martinson, Peninsula Lutheran Church member and
talented Christian author, has done an exceptional job of
capturing the unique sense and feel of summer on the pages
of this devotional book.

Our hope is that you will use this devotional book as one way

to spend time in Godds word this
luggage as you head for the airport. Put it in your car for the

next road trip to read with your kids. Place it on the kitchen

table to guide conversations at mealtime. Whether by

flashlight or firelight on whatever journeys you have planned

for this summer we hope this devotional book can be part of
************
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RN VACAT oS

Planning & Packing

A6For | know the pl aps | ha
AnThey are plans for good and
futur e adedkemiah 28 Ipwveivind Toanslation

When | was growing up, my dad did most of the planning, and almost al
the packing. After getting a family vote on a destination, my dad would
the one who figured out the mileage, the best time to leave, and all the e»
details. Weeks before any camping trip, my dad would lay out all tl
camping gear on the basement floor to air it out and inspect it. He wol
plan meals, and make sure they fit in the packs we were taking.

When it came to packing, he pack
personal clothing or entertainment. Even in those departments, he ge
guidelines. We didndét want to t.

we were allowed two changes of clothes, one book, a raincoat, a toc
brush, bar of soap, shampoo, and the essential youth hostel sheet
Amazingly, I didndédt mind, but |

When | met my husband, | was surprised at how much he could pack
given the chance. When he went to Korea for a three week Navy resel
training one year, he packed two sea bags full of clothes. Just clothes
guessed that he didnét want to wi

These days, I am the family pla
passion for vacation details has
about much of my life, but on vacation, | want to have everything just ri
so | can relax with no worries. | reserve hotels, plan snacks and mes
make an i ti nemroatrhyi nwgiot hd abyusi,| ta nidn
chase my kids around the house, and inspect their bags to make su
theybve packed enough socks and
clothes as well as mine.

Psalm 8:% (NIV)
iwhen | consider your heavens
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
what is man that you are mindful of him,
the son of man that you care for him?
You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings
and crowned him with glory and honor."

il am the Al pha and the Omega, 0
was, and who i s tRevelationh® (NIM) he Al mi

Daniel 1223 (NN\WMThose who are wise wild.l
of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the
stars forever and ever.o

Genesis 155 (NMHe ( God) took him (Abr
6Look wup at t he heid indeedsyouaandourd o un
t hem. 6 Then he said to him, 0So

| invite you to wonder anew at God's love for us, and his care in every de

of our lives and our universe.

Prayer: Lord, O Lord, how majestic is your name in all the eartr
Creator, Savior, and Living Spirit, renew our sense of wonder
the work of your hands. Amen.
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Night Sky

Job 38:47 (NIViWher e were you when | | al
Tell me, if you understand.
Who marked off its dimensions?
Surely you know!
Who stretched a measuring line across it?
On what were its footings set,
or who laid its cornerstofie
While the morning stars sang
together
and all the angels shouted for
joy?o0

Gazing at the night sky has become a rare, relaxing foashany of

us. On those few occasions when we are out far enough from city lights
see the night sky, we are caught in awe and wonder. There is the sense
smallness of our own |ives, and

Whether we pick out constellations or make up new ones, we are ama:

by the vast scope of God's universe, and are struck by a sense of alm

timelessness. The world around us may be moving fast, but the night ¢

seems almost still. God is steady and unchanging. He is in charge of al
the universé the stars, the sun, our
planet, our individual liveasd he cares

00 for each of us deeply.
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So what in the world does this have to do with my relationship with Gc
Well, essentially, | have a hard time giving him the plans. | have a hard t
trusting God to pack the right things for me, and to make the right plans
year ago, one of my {mmg plans for my life went awry, and | struggled in

my relationship with God. | was angry with the situation, and angry w
Godds plans not 4h;kthngd. hhad tontrust Sod

in a new way, and it was tough. It was tough because | had to give up
pl ans for Godoés plans. I had to

strength, and wisdom to move forward on my lifetime journey.

During that year, this verse reminded me to trust in the only trustwort
planner.

AFor | know the pl aor I|A Thhaewe afroer
for good and not for di saster,
Jeremiah 29:11 (NLT)

During that time of frustrated plans, | kept asking God for a clear directi
and heds been ndVHegherryau tumdo the vightrory s |
to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, "This is the
way; walk in it.Isaiah 30:21 (NIV)

Many of us like making our own plans, but when God gives us a cle
direction we canot ignore it. I
direction, and then trusting in Him.

Prayer: Awesome God, Creator of the Universe, Savior of ou
souls, Spirit who dwells within in us, guide us on your paths, le
us in your direction, and give us the strength to trust in you alol
Amen.



