12 Characteristics of Godly Leadership
Based on the Leadership Model of Joshua

1. Godly leaders realize that God is the source of our strength.

Numbers 14:8; “If the LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk
and honey, and will give it to us.”

Joshua 23:9-11; "The LORD has driven out before you great and powerful nations; to this day no one has
been able to withstand you. One of you routs a thousand, because the LORD your God fights for you, just
as he promised. So be very careful to love the LORD your God.”

2. Godly leaders fear God and not man.

Numbers 13:28-33; “But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very
large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites
and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan. Then
Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, "We should go up and take possession of the land, for
we can certainly do it. But the men who had gone up with him said, "We can't attack those people; they
are stronger than we are." And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had
explored. They said, "The land we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of
great size. We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed
like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them."

Numbers 14:9; Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not be afraid of the people of the land,
because we will swallow them up. Their protection is gone, but the LORD is with us. Do not be afraid of
them."

3. Godly leaders are filled with the Spirit
Numbers 27:18; “So the LORD said to Moses, "Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit,
and lay your hand on him.”

4. Godly leaders follow God wholeheartedly.

Numbers 32:10-12; “The LORD's anger was aroused that day and he swore this oath: 'Because they
have not followed me wholeheartedly, not one of the men twenty years old or more who came up out of
Egypt will see the land | promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob- not one except Caleb son of
Jephunneh the Kenizzite and Joshua son of Nun, for they followed the LORD wholeheartedly.”



5. Godly leaders show people how to experience God’s best.

Deuteronomy 3:28; “But commission Joshua, and encourage and strengthen him, for he will lead this
people across and will cause them to inherit the land that you will see."

Joshua 21:43-45; “So the LORD gave lIsrael all the land he had sworn to give their forefathers, and they
took possession of it and settled there. The LORD gave them rest on every side, just as he had sworn to
their forefathers. Not one of their enemies withstood them; the LORD handed all their enemies over to
them. Not one of all the LORD's good promises to the house of Israel failed; every one was fulfilled.”

6. Godly leaders seek divine wisdom.

Deuteronomy 34:9; “Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had
laid his hands on him. So the Israelites listened to him and did what the LORD had commanded Moses.”

7. Godly leaders are strong and courageous

Joshua 1:6-9; “Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land | swore
to their forefathers to give them. Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant
Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you
go. Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you
may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. Have | not
commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD
your God will be with you wherever you go."

8. Godly leaders base their lives on the Word of God.

Joshua 1:8; “Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so
that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.”

Joshua 8:34-35; “Afterward, Joshua read all the words of the law, the blessings and the curses, just as it
is written in the Book of the Law. There was not a word of all that Moses had commanded that Joshua did
not read to the whole assembly of Israel, including the women and children, and the aliens who lived
among them.”

9. Godly leaders encourage people to serve God.

Joshua 22:5; “But be very careful to keep the commandment and the law that Moses the servant of the
LORD gave you: to love the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to obey his commands, to hold fast
to him and to serve him with all your heart and all your soul."”



Joshua 24:15; “But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day
whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the
Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD."

Judges 2:7; “The people served the LORD throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who
outlived him and who had seen all the great things the LORD had done for Israel.”

10.Godly leaders are exalted by God

Joshua 3:7; “And the LORD said to Joshua, "Today | will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so
they may know that | am with you as | was with Moses.”

Joshua 4:14; “That day the LORD exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they revered him all the
days of his life, just as they had revered Moses.”

11.True leadership requires humility

Philippians 2:1-8; “If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from
his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete
by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish
ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look
not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. Your attitude should be the same as that
of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality nothing, taking the very nature
of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself
and became obedient to death- even death on a cross.”

Note: There is no limit to the good a man can do, if he doesn’t care who gets the credit. Pride
is the strength of sin. Joseph is a great example of humility: he served his father, brothers,
Potiphar, jailer, and finally Pharaoh. Men rejected him, misunderstood him, imprisoned him,
mocked and ridiculed him, yet he triumphed because of his humility.

12.A leader knows that he is inadequate in himself.

John 5:19-20; “Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he
can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. For the
Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, to your amazement he will show him even greater
things than these.”

Note: Chuck Swindoll once said, “Inferiority is caused by dependence on self,
whereas inadequacy leads to dependence on God.”



