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ADVENT SERVICES w/communion
@ Noon and 6:30 p.m.
On 11/30; 12/7; 12/14; and 12/21.

Clnistmas Seacon Schedule: (ommenion at 5 Senvices

Sunday, December 18 - Sunday Worskit- 10 a.m.
- Lessons & Carols wlbells
Satunday, Decenber 24 - (Chnistmas Eve Candlelight-7 p.m. and 9 p.m.
Sunday, December 85 - (hnistmas Day Wonskip Service 10 a. m.
Sunday, Yanuary l- Hew Year s Day Worskép Seruice 10 a.m.
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Peninsula Lutheran Church

CLERGY:
Interim Lead Pastor: Pr. Lyle Miller
Interim Assistant Pastor: Pr. Art Sortland

WORSHIP & MUSIC MINISTRY:

Worship & Music Committee:

Annabelle Milliron, Anita Shomshak, Ann Meacham, Karin Stuen,
George Williams, Lee Herzberger, Jenny Robinson

Chancel Choir/Praise Team/Handbell Director: Nate Sears

Choir Accompanist/Organist: Catherine Greene

Technical Arts Director: Dave Langer

YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY: Kathleen VanBeek

Middle/High School Ministry —Kathleen VanBeek

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF:
Office Manager:
SharoN Grass .....ccveeeeiiiiieeeiiee et e stee e eeire e e e tre e e e sbaeeeeaens s.grass@plcplace.com

Financial Administrator:
TaMi CZUIBEET ..eei ettt t.czuleger@plcplace.com

Administrative Assistant:
Lisa HErzberger ....uvveveeeiecieeceee e lisa.herzberger@plcplace.com

Custodial Services: Loren Jangaard

MISSIONARY:

Barbara RObertson.......ccccccueeeeviiiiieiee e bubia2 @hotmail.com
LEADERSHIP TEAM:

Rich Austring, President........... coceeevvieeeeccieeeceiiee e r.austring@plcplace.com
Kathy Harsch, Vice President ... ....cccccceevevveeevcieeeeniieeens k.harsch@plcplace.com
Annabelle Milliron, Secretary .. .....ccccevevveeeeviveeeesiee s a.milliron@plcplace.com
RON COBN..c..eeee ettt ettt e e e e e e aaeaes ron.coen@plcplace.com
WaynNe OlSEN...ccccoeiiiiiietee et e wolsen@harbornet.com
Clay SelbY ..ccoeiieeiiieiee s e cselby@eisenhowerlaw.com
ANN MEAChAM ....eiiiiiieeieeit e aemeach@comcast.net
John Stroup johnjanets@msn.com




from Pastor Lyle...

No, not just any problem but a problem that affects many “important” aspects of my
life. Many of you may know that | enjoy both golfing and bowling (at least most of the time). The
problem that | have in participating in either of those sports is that | often forget to “follow
through” with both my golf swing and my bowling delivery. Consequently, | come across my body
and wind up pulling the ball off to the left. | obviously then don’t hit my intended target. |1 don’t
accomplish what | know | can do and what | know | should do! The solution to all of this is to
“focus the mind, relax the muscles, and visualize the results”. It’s like: If you don’t see what you
are going to do, you won’t do it. And so | keep at it.

It seems to me that we can apply this message to many other dimensions of life. FOL-
LOW THROUGH is just basic to accomplishment. We can have the best of intentions, even inspira-
tion and desire, but if we don’t follow through, the good we have intended won’t happen.

I think now of some areas of our life together as people of Peninsula Lutheran Church.
We come now to the end of the church year and we soon come to the end of the calendar year of
2011. Incredible things have happened in our midst, some not so good, and some are wonderful
and exciting. We have made progress in a number of directions. There is a good spirit among us
and we anticipate the new year. (If we were on the golf course, it would be our next “Tee-time”.)
It is now very important for us to see how we are following through with the progress we have
made in 2011.

Specifically, it is essential that we finish the year financially strong. We need to “follow
through” with generous and even sacrificial giving as the last month of the year comes. | encour-
age you to reach down and give gifts that express your gratitude for God'’s gifts to you, and for the
blessing given to us at Peninsula Lutheran Church this year. To continue the analogy of golf, we
are coming to the 18th hole; if we “follow through”, we can finish with a par of perhaps even a
birdie!

Then there is our Renewed for Mission campaign. You can see the renovations, improve-
ments already begun in the sanctuary and on the outside of our buildings. Korsmo Construction
has expended many man-hours and materials to make these changes. We have purchased new
screens and cameras inside and more. It is now important that we “follow through” on wonderful
pledges that we have made. We shall then, come next spring, accomplish the goal of a facility
Renewed for Mission. And so | encourage you to fulfill the intensions you have expressed on a
timely basis.

Itis in “following through” that satisfaction and achievement are realized! | will keep on
golfing, bowling, and giving! And | will keep on remembering to “follow through”. May it be so.

I am reminded of the words of St. Paul in Philippians 3:14: “So | press on (or run straight
toward the goal) in order to win the prize.”

Gratefully,
Pr. Lyle G. Miller


http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=93008191&keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=26

DOING MANY GOOD THINGS:

Yes, we are! | was reminded of this as | came to our church office last Friday. First, a
group of ladies were working hard in the Fireside Room assembling “care kits” to be distributed
to seamen through the Seattle Seaman’s Center. About 18 of the kits were prepared, helping
to make this Holiday Season a bit more “loving and warm” for those far from home.

Secondly, another group (an expression of love also) from one of our Bible Study
groups has been busy gathering items and then filling plastic shoe boxes with such things
as: coloring crayons, books and booklets, toilet and personal use articles for children. These
boxes were prepared in cooperation with Believers Fellowship Church and will be sent to
needy children around the world.

These good deeds of love were done spontaneously, with generous efforts of time and
money.

There is much more done by others such as our Manna Ministry and Mission Outreach
Team.

Thank you all,
Pastor Lyle

LIVING STONES LUTHERAN CHURCH OF SHELTON, WA.

As you may know, this is an official congregation of the Southwest Washington Synod
and of the ELCA. It is supported by our benevolence dollars. Though it is located within the
gates/walls of the state penitentiary, it has an ordained ELCA pastor who leads worship services
every Saturday night, and who conducts educational classes (Bible, Christian faith, etc) as well
having much personal involvement with the inmates on a personal level.

The pastor’s name is Eric Wangen-Hoch; he has been in this ministry for several
years. We here at Peninsula Lutheran Church are privileged to support this congregation . AND
we will be especially privileged to have Pr. Eric with us on Sunday, December 4™ He will be
preaching, as well as leading an adult forum at 8:45am in the Fireside Room.

Don’t miss this opportunity to hear the Gospel from his unique perspective, and to
hear what God is doing in human lives, even of those behind bars!!

OUR NEW YOUTH DIRECTOR COMES DEC 1°"!

And we are excited! We will welcome her at our Sunday Service of Dec 4™, Her for-
mal installation is now planned for Sunday, December 11. She will be moving here in the next
week or so and will be renting the smaller house (the bungalow) on our church property. Her
name is KATIE VAN BEEK, a younger lady with both great training (BA degree from Trinity Lu-
theran College and a major in Youth and Family Education Ministry) and also good experience in
a prior Lutheran parish. WELCOME KATIE!



Pastor Lyle, contd......

THE VOICES OF ADVENT

The Season of Advent marks the beginning of the new church year. It begins four weeks
before Christmas and culminates in the celebration of the birth of Jesus. It is a season of HOPE,
with the color of the season being a light blue. The emphasis will be on promise and fulfillment
given through Holy Scripture, both Old and New Testaments.

Here at Peninsula Lutheran Church, we will gather at many different times, worshipping
with prayer, word , song and sacrament. Sunday morning services will continue at 10 a.m, with
classes at 8:45a.m.

With the coming of the new church year, the Gospel lessons move from those provided by
the book of Matthew to those provided primarily by the Gospels of Mark and John.

We will again be having mid-week services on Wednesdays. The noon-time service will be
at 12 o’clock and the evening services will be at 6:30pm. Both Pr. Art and | will be participating,
sharing the preaching and the leading of the service. We will be “hearing “ some new voices this
Advent since the Wednesdays fall on the days when we learn about Christians from former
days. We will be sharing information and inspiration from people such as:

Andrew the Apostle and Introducer
Ambrose, the Bishop of Milan
John of the Cross, Renew of the Church
Thomas the Apostle, Doubter and Servant
So save the times and days and join with fellow Christians here at PLC.

Then Christmas comes with its color, celebration , and songs! We worship here on Christ-
mas Eve, Saturday, December 24" at 7PM and 9PM. Candles and all!

Sunday follows Saturday and it is Christmas Day! We gather again at 10a.m. for a Festival
Service! Our musicians and choirs are busily preparing for all of this.

See you in church,
Pastor Lyle G. Miller

PR. ART SORTLAND TO CONTINUE HIS MINISTRY AMONG US

Congratulations to Pr. Art Sortland for having received an official Letter of Call to serve as
an Interim Pastor here at Peninsula Lutheran Church. This maintains his status on the ordained min-
istry roster of the ELCA. As part of this interim ministry, Pr. Art has indicated that he is willing to
“stay on” here at Peninsula Lutheran Church after January 31° (when Pr. Lyle Miller’s ministry con-
cludes).

Pr. Art will assume the role of “Interim Lead Pastor” until such time as the newly called
permanent pastor arrives. Pr. Art will serve beginning on February 1* on the same basis that Pr.
Lyle served (3/4 time). The Leadership Team at its November 16™ meeting unanimously approved
this appointment. We are grateful to Pr. Art for his love and his willingness to serve!



Pastor Lyle, contd......

UPDATE ON “RENEWED FOR MISSION”

Thanks to you and many others, our Renewal Campaign commitments/gifts is at about the
$190,000 level. Thank you! More gifts are still needed and so if you have not yet participated,
please do so soon. Envelopes and cards are available in the church office or in the church nar-
thex area. This has been “new money” and the fact that we have done this above and beyond
our regular giving is a testimony to the love and the faith our members have.

By now you have noticed some of the results of this Renewal project. The sanctuary has been
improved with all new lighting (LED lights, new electric panels with rheostat/adjustable lighting
capability), four new and more powerful projectors, four new screens mounted on each of four
walls. The large box hanging down from the skylight has been removed and replaced with a
much smaller one; this allows much more outside light to come into the worship center. There
is still some “tweeking” of directions or pictures, sound system, improvements with the wiring,
etc.

On the outside, hardy-plank siding is now covering the roof-box above the sanctuary (where the
sky-light is located). Please remember that the exterior color of the hardy- plank is not the final
color. Within the next week, the other roof-boxes above the fellowship hall will also be redone

with hardy-plank siding. This is where we had the leaks this past winter and so we want to rem-
edy the situation soon.

Again, thank you for your giving. We have immediate obligations to our contractor (Korsmo
Construction) so we will need to meet those obligations soon.

The last thing to say is that the renewal/renovation of the rest of the exterior will take place
this spring when the weather improves. This will include re-siding with more hardy-plank,
“fixing” our gutter and downspout system with new metal products, an “overhaul” of the Bell
Tower, new siding and posts, etc. The bell stays, of course!! The contractor will also be replac-
ing many of the posts that support our walkways—and much more too.

It is an exciting time for Peninsula Lutheran Church! Thank you for everything.
Sharing the renewal,
Lyle G. Miller, Interim Pr.



from Pastor Art...............

Dear Saints in Christ,

The month of December stirs many emotions and thoughts of past times, and of preparations
for gift giving and visitation. The days are more fleeting in December than perhaps any other
month of the year. So, this Christmas may soon be but a memory with only brief moments to
linger in the radiance of a Christmas tree, a few moments to unite our voices with Christmas
melodies, to bring family together, until it is released from our grasp, and the new year soon
follows. And so, the luster of Christmas for many is quickly dimmed, as is its message!

It does us all well to stop and think why it must be so. We do not intend that it be over so
quickly, unless we see Christmas as a gift which brings perpetual peace. Isaiah 9:6 is the alter-
native to a quick Christmas when seen in His glorious names: “and his name will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

Christ is a miracle, as the word Wonderful so powerfully implies. God becoming man is be-
yond human reason and understanding. But, then, faith in Jesus is nothing short of a miracle.
When much in life for so many seems to be a series of disappointments, we will find Christ to
be a Counselor. Life’s disappointments dwell so much with material possessions when they
are not acquired. Such are the barriers that keep us from happiness and a life worth living.
And so, our counselor Jesus would tell us “Seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteous-
ness” (Matthew 6:33).

It takes, indeed, a Mighty God which is the essential Christ in Christmas to enlighten us with
new outlooks on life. This Mighty God is no less than Immanuel — meaning “God with us”.
We may try to side-step Jesus, until we learn the lesson that we just “can’t go it alone”. We all
need a friend, and Jesus never abandons us. Ponder a moment, if you will, of an everlasting
relationship that is firm and enduring. What seems in life to be here today is gone tomorrow.
Yet, Christ is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow.

So now, in Isaiah 9:6, we come to His royal title of the Prince of Peace who proclaims us each
to be a sin-free soul. Our preparation thus begins there and then for an everlasting peace and
assurance that Christmas can bring to one and all.

It is my hope and wish that you will find true peace and assurance in this world of ours. There
is a better way, and He is the way, the truth, and the life. Let the miracles of the season, and of
His life’s ministry, teach not just our minds, but first our hearts. It is then that we can truly

feel and proclaim what Isaiah did: “...and His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

A wonderful and joyous Christmas be unto you,

Pastor Art Sortland



[rom Leadersaip...........

Leadership Team-December 2011

What a blessed time of year. Thanksgiving has come and passed and now we enter into the time for
celebration of our Lord and Savior’s birth, a great way to end a very blessed, eventful and fruitful year
for which PLC has much to be thankful. |think of where we were as a congregation when this year
started compared to where we are now and give thanks to God for so richly blessing us with His guid-
ance and grace through this transitional year. When this year began:

1. We were a congregation in turmoil, experiencing a difficult transition after the resignation
of Pastor Paul;

2. Accompanied by the subsequent resignation of all our full time staff;

The resignation of our long term treasurer;

4. Then in quick succession the resignation and departure of other beloved PLC church mem-
bers.

5. We experienced a flood of major proportion in our mostly vacant education facility as we
had lost our Christian school the summer before.

6. Ourtwo houses at the rear of the property were in disrepair and experiencing multiple
break-ins and vandalism.

7. There was an old eyesore bus parked next to a large refuse pile on the rear of our facility.

8. The lighting in the sanctuary was dark and difficult for some to see and read hymnals or
Bibles.

9. Our campus was generally showing signs of aging and need of repair.

w

| could list more but | won’t. When this year started | can honestly say your leadership team felt more
than a little overwhelmed. But we needn’t have worried because God provided everything for us to con-
tinue on, both in sacrificial service, finances and personnel. The transition has gone remarkably well.
First there is Pastor Lyle. He stepped into the breach and provided the needed stabilizing and calming
influence on our entire church body. Then of course dear Pastor Art returned and accepted the interim
position of associate pastor and has been ministering to our spiritual and emotional needs ever since.
Then Sandy Hopson, stepped in to become our treasurer relieving the worry of who would monitor our
finances. Sharon Grass, Sharon Cantrill, Lisa Herzberger and Loren Jangaard rounded out our staff to run
the office and keep our facility clean and operating. Dave Langer continued as our Media/IT director,
Nate Sears as our Music/Choir/Bell/Praise team leader, then of course, numerous other lay and volun-
teer persons who filled positions that are necessary to help our congregation function in an orderly man-
ner.

We now have two houses which are remodeled and are occupied generating needed income. We began
a Renewed for Mission campaign. We then started a renovation of the PLC campus and we can actually
read a hymnal or Bible without using a flashlight in the sanctuary; hired a new Youth & Education Direc-
tor; activated the call team to search for a new lead pastor; attracted and provided our campus to Har-
bor Christian School as tenants; cleaned up and removed debris from our outside campus including re-
moval and sale of the old church bus; and as a congregation recommitted ourselves to spreading the
gospel of our Lord and Savior throughout Gig Harbor and beyond. We on the Leadership Team say
Thanks be to God.



Leadership, contd..................... .

The only bitter sweet note for the end of this year is Pastor Lyle has told us he will be leaving
our fellowship as of January 31, 2012. He and Sonja have some extended travelling plans
that they purposely put off to help PLC through our transitional period. His wisdom and
shepherding has been greatly appreciated by the Leadership Team and they will be missed.
But, the good news!! Pastor Art has agreed to step in as our new Lead Interim Pastor upon
Pastor Lyle’s departure. Pastor Art will be taking a well earned vacation starting after Christ-
mas and returning fresh on February 1, 2012 to assume his new role. Again we say thanks be
to God for his provision.

This has been a great year but we all must maintain our vigilance in supporting each other,
our community and our campus through prayer, service and tithes. It is the shared goal of
your leadership team to provide good and faithful stewardship of that which God has so
richly blessed us- an outstanding congregation, campus and community. We urge you to
make the same commitment.

Thank you for your continued support of the Leadership Team and we extend peace and
blessings to all for this special Christmas season.

Rich Austring
Congregation President

THANKS to all who helped move from the pods to the rental house basement.

Many hands made light work! We look forward to no more moving with the exception
being If we dramatize the Israelites moving to the Promised Land. We look forward to
seeing you with us on stage, behind the scenes or in the audience. Many have asked
“what’s next?” We are recruiting new talented, enthusiastic performers and support
staff so we can start a new production and touring soon! We look forward to what the
Lord has in mind for us for the coming year! God Bless, The Evergreen Performers

STORAGE NEEDED

Do you have a Garden /Tool Shed that needs a new home?

It would make a much appreciated addition to

PLC rental houses.

Please call the church office if you have one,

or know of one that we might cheerfully adopt.

Thank You! ]m




Pastor Lyle on Stewardship......

THANK YOU and THANK YOU and THANK YOU FOR THE PRIVILEGE

This idea and language came to me as | was re-reading St. Paul’s second letter to the Corin-
thian Church, written probably around 60 A.D. The meaning of the message remains the same. In
chapter 8 he writes about the “privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints”.

St. Paul writes this letter to a generous church, one who heard of the needs of other Chris-
tians in another city, and who chose to give generously. He says of them, “They voluntarily gave ac-
cording to their means and even beyond their means.” So he thanks them with joy and gratitude in
his heart.

This is what | want also to say to the faithful people of Peninsula Lutheran Church. Even as
this past year has brought about times of great change and challenge, you have responded with a
spirit of generosity and faithfulness. And | know also that some of you have even given “beyond your
means.” Such giving not only has enabled the congregation to meet its obligations and opportunities,
it has also brought encouragement and hope to others. Our people are indeed feeling much more
positive and hopeful as we come to the end of 2011 Such feelings were not very prevalent when Janu-
ary, 2011 began. We have done much good together, for ourselves and for others. So Thank You and
Thank You.

I now invite you as this year of change and challenge comes to a close, that you continue your
faithful worship and generous giving. It is important tjhat we finish this year in a strong position of
personal stewardship of both time and finances.

It is a privilege and a joy to be able to give. Thank you for sharing that with us all.

With gratitude for grace,
Lyle G. Miller, Interim Pastor

Are you facing hospitalization?
Volunteer Needed:

PLC is looking for a Are you recovering from an
Logrdinatar; iliness at home?
For nursery staff in the
Kid Zone: . .
requires several hours per month of Parish Nursing and Care Team
scheduling and supervision of Ministries are here to help!

nursery staff

Contact: 253-851-3511

Contact: Church Office




STEWARDSHIP OF WORSHIP & OFFERINGS—DECEMBER LIGHTS

JANUARY THRU SEPTEMBER TOTALS

budget)

ATTENDANCE OFFERING RECD OFFERING NEEDED
(SUNDAY)(OTHER) 5863/687 $268,363 $331,500
AVERAGE(39)(7) 154/98 $6,881 -$63,137
OCTOBER (COMPLETED)

October 2 176 $9,221 $8,500
October 9 133 $6,649 $8,500
October 16 151 $3,719 $8,500
October 23 134 $5,029 $8,500
October 30 125 $5,503 $8,500

Total (B) 719 $28,719 $42,500
Average (5) 144 $5,744 -$13,781

NOVEMBER (to 11/21)
November 6 111 $7,211 $8,500
November 13 141 $6,035 $8,500
November 20 141 $5,498 $8,500
Total (3) 393 $18,744 $25,500
Average (3) 131 $6,248 -$6,756
YEAR TO DATE (11/21)

ATTENDANCE AV OFFERING RECD OFFERING NEEDED |OVER/UNDER
47 Sundays/7 Other

148/98 $315,826 (79% of $399,500 -$83,674 (20% of

budget)

Please See Pastor Lyle’s Stewardship Message on facing page.




from the Call Teamy/Lead Pastor Search...

December 2011 Call Team

Peace be to you and your loved ones this holiday season. Your seven member call team
continues to work for you toward our goal of finding a new Senior Pastor. During the past
two months your team has focused on completion of the Ministry Site Profile. The MSP is a
detailed 14 page document that reviews where we have been in prior years, what events
have taken place this past year at PLC and what are our goals and aspirations for the future.

This MSP document once approved by Leadership Team will be electronically filed with the
national ELCA office along with the Southwest Synod Office. At that time it will also be
posted on line at our PLC's web site, info@plcplace.com where you will be able to review
it. The MSP must be supported with documents such as PLC's current and future budgets,
Senior Pastor Job Description, compensation and benefits package, PLC's mission and vi-
sion statement, PLC's strategic Plan, annual report and other major support documents.

The MSP is much like a major physical where all the parts are examined individually. Each
part is tested and documented, compared to prior and present church wellness history and
then with that review a prognosis can be made. The Call Team in meeting with Leadership,
Pastors, and others throughout the congregation finds Peninsula Lutheran Church's progno-
sis to be very good and healthy. We truly are a church of Grace and Mission.

Working together we continue to make great strides moving forward to promote PLC as a
place to worship, invite others to join us and grow in service to God.

Your Call Team will begin the review of pastoral candidates mobility documents in January.
This is an exciting step in the call process as we prepare for candidate interviews. The call
team asks you to

keep PLC and your call team in your prayers this Holiday Season.

May the Lord bless you and
Merry Christmas from your Call Team;
Jerry Alexander (chair), Jon Ueland (co-chair),

Julie Langer (sec), Janet Lee Bernard, Harold Herzberger,
Larry Schmidt, Josh Turnbull, and John Stroup (Leadership Team liaison).



ADULT BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES

Ladies of PLC- You are invited to join the new Hope Circle!
We meet the 1st and 3rd Saturday each month @ 9-10:30 a.m.

Please Contact Kathy Harsch (253.225.7959) or Karin Stuen (253.307.0276)
For meeting location.

KEN MITCHELL'S BIBLE STUDY-

Meets Sunday Mornings at 8:45in the Music Room

Please Contact Ken at 253.414.1257 or just stop in.

TUESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY-

Meets Tuesday evenings in the Fireside Room on campus year round.
Joinin at any time.

Please contact Ron Coen at 253.857.5386 or roncoen(@juno.com

TUESDAY NOON BIBLE STUDY
Starts at 11:30 each Tuesday with a sack lunch. Pastor Lyle (usually) leads a discussion on
the lectionary texts for the following Sunday. In Fireside Room.

MEN'S BIBLE STUDY to be held each Tuesday evening @ 7pm
Please contact Pr. Art for more information.

PLCW NEWS: 8
Mark your calendar for December 6th, 1-3 p.m., when we will have our @}?ﬁ%\
Christmas Cookie Get-Together. Bring a batch of your favorite cookies. @(f)(’)kg
They will be packed up and given to those who are not able to get out- E}(,(?h@]’)@@ A
a neighbor or friend or member who would like 3 “hello” from us. 5/ )
A free-will offering will go to Gig Harbor Fish and Key Peninsula Food Bank. ' 53“

All are welcome! Just remember to bring some cookies to share!

WANTED: NEW (unused) GREETING CARDS (all kinds)
& 2012 CALENDARS

There is a box in the Narthex where we are collecting these items
to be sent to the Women’s Prison. To be used by the inmates.
Thanks for caring and thanks for Sharing

Contact Lee Herzberger: 253.853.5648
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Mission Qutreach ...............

MANNA MINISTRY: Helping People Financially During Troubling Times

The Manna Ministry Team would like to thank the Congregation for their show of financial support
after the chili lunch. Your generous offerings amounted to over $1300. These funds will help many
families during this winter season as they face another year of high unemployment. Your sacrificial
giving is a great testimony to the spiritual strength of PLC. Our faith in Christ has been demonstrated
not only in words, but in action. (James 2:26)

All of us have been hurt because of the current economic situation in this country. It is truly amazing
how much this problem has affected our country's society. Those people who were struggling be-
fore this crisis were the most seriously affected. People had barely enough money to put food on
the table and keep a roof over their heads. They were working in industries that were affected most
by the recession. Their hope for getting some sort of employment in the next year is very slim. Some
people have decided to get some training in professions that provide greater opportunities in the
future. However it takes time to learn a new trade by going to school, and that time is spent with no
substantial income. No matter what their situation is currently, it will take time to put them on com-
pany payrolls. The government is providing some help, such as food stamps, educational assistance
and organizations, such as FISH, are providing food. Hopefully this will be enough, but in many cases
it is not.

What is the role of the church in this situation? The account of the Transfiguration of Jesus begins to
tell us. The disciples heard God speak to them through the bright cloud and God said, "This is my
Son, whom | love; with him | am well pleased. Listen to him!" Listening to him means that we must
study the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Well what does that mean? He means many
things, some of which are love your enemies, bear fruit, feed the hungry, provide refreshment to
the thirsty, invite strangers into your presence, look after the sick, help those who are in prison, and
take care of the poor. If we do these things we will be an example of Christ and draw people to Him.

Thanks to your generosity, we now have the money to carry out our ministry. Manna went back into
operation on the 14th of November with enough funds to keep us in operation for several months.
God has provided and will continue to provide the money. Now we need Him to provide the people
to help. We have money but are short people to help with this ministry. We only have three people
from this church that are involved in this outreach. Manna needs at least three more people to help
us accomplish our goal. Please pray and consider whether you should become involved in this minis-
try. We desperately need your help. If you feel lead to be involved, you can con-

tact one of the members of the team who are Hal Herzberger, Nancy Picinich, or

Fred Simon. P

God Bless you all, =
The Manna Team
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COPING WITH THE STRESS OF THE HOLDAYS

Parish Nurse Nook

Tips for dealing with stress and depression during the holiday season,
taken from Mayoclinic.com.

1. Acknowledge your feelings—i f someone c¢cl ose to you has r¢€

recently moved and won’'t be near | oved one:
lonely. Itis OK to feel this way and to even cry.
2. Reachout—don’t i solate yourself if you’'re feel

munity, church or other social outlets. Volunteering is also a good way to lift
spirits and reach out to others less fortunate.

3. Berealistic—t he holidays don’t need to be perfect
|l ies and circumstances change and so do tr
hold on to a few, but also good to create new ones.

4. Stick to a budget—during this time of economic uncertainty, before you go shop-
ping for food and gifts, decide how much money you can afford to spend then
stick to that budget. Don’t try to buy haj
charity in someone’s name or make homemade

5. Plan ahead and set aside days to shop, bake, cook and visit. Plan menus and shop
according to items needed. Stick to the menu—this will prevent last-minute
scrambling and also help to stick to the budget.

6. 't' s alrigthonto say ye®’ when you really mec¢
resentment or feeling overwhelmed. Friends and family will understand if you
can’'t participate in every activity of the

7. Don’t abandonrdbeattbvkekabhtdsl ge as this onl"
guilt. Have a healthy snack before going to holiday parties. Continue to get
plenty of sleep and exercise.

8. Taketime foryourself—i t ' s easy to forget taking care
busy season. Spend time in bible study, taking a walk, listening to music while
spending time alone.

9. Seek professional help if you need it—despite your best efforts, you may find
yourself persistently sad, depressed or anxious, unable to sleep or function effec-
tively, or feeling hopeless. If these feelings persist, talk to your pastor, physician
or mental health provider.

Stress management. (2011). Retrieved from http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/stress/
MHO00030



HABITAT

Project

HABITAT INTERNATIONAL
OPPORTUNITY TOGO TO
NICARAGUA FOR A BUILD:

Ted Buethe is leading a team on the first Habitat
build in Nicaragua, and is inviting any PLC members
who may be interested, to contact him.

X The build is scheduled for February 4™ thru the
12,

Deadline for signup is December 21* and a deposit
of $350 is required at that time.

Total cost: Air fare $800 (approximate)

Build: $1,200-$1.500 per person
Total: $2,000 to $2,300

Members who have a Thrivent insurance policy
can get a $500.00 grant for the build and PL.C Mission
Outreach Team has another matching $500.00 to offer.
(submit letter to MOT)

If you are interested, you can contact Ted Buethe at
206-799-9526 or 851-9280 (work).




New in the Library for December

1. Handel-by Herbert Weinstock

Many are familiar with that musical Christmas season standby, The Messiah. It
is presented in concerts and sing-alongs reqularly every year. It may be sur-
prising to learn that in Handel's time, it was just one of many oratorios that
were performed reqularly. But his prolific output of all types of music was said
by some to exceed Bach’s! (Hard to imagine at this time) This volume details
his entire life. Because of its musical topic it will be filed in Fine Arts instead
of Biography.

2. A Christmas Without Snow- DVD starring Michael Learned and

John Houseman

Can a small inner city church choir really master “The Messiah” for its
Christmas concert! A delightful movie with lots of music blended with
anecdotes about lives of some of the singers. You'll want to watch it every
year! In Fine Arts next to the CD’s.

3. The Messiah-Listen to the CD highlights already in the library.

Daily devotions are always important -
"Christ In Our Home" is available to all PLC worshippers .FREE
copies are in the Narthex. If offers daily readings for thought
based on Bible verses. An Advent Wreath is a helpful devotional
tool during this season.

New members are always welcome to
join the Prayer Team.

The month of December is a busy, exciting time in t/

Christianébds [|ife. We | ¢ p

anxiously for the coming of our Savior with the sea-

sons of Advent, then Christmas. Prayer Team Members:
Sharon Grass

Dear Lord, bring us together at P.L.C. as we celebrate Connie Figueira

these special Holy days. Mary Ann Holmes

Amen Bill & Lenora Ellison



http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=2057&keywords=prayer%20team&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=

On November 6, we remembered our saints
who have gone before us in 22Q01.

Saints
N Day

o\e

All

Andy Barbon
Joann Bayliss
Stella Marie Bradshaw
Laura Lee Holmes Burwell
Everett Raeburn Bushman
Donald Carlson
Gene Carlson
Genny Mona Colter
Dori Haldorson

Skip Hartfe
Gudrun Helena Hauge
Pastor Russ Hillman
Tootle Johnson
Marsha Knutsen
Katherine Diane Lykken
Bobbie M. McKissick
Pastor Norm Orth
Lois Reimer
Diane Rockness
Doris Selfors
Dan Sisson




Thi s and That éé.

| want to thank my PLC family for all the prayers,

words of support and visits over the past few weeks

when it became so obvious that Wayne could no longer be

cared for at our home. They were much appreciated.

Godds blessings to all of you.
Flavia Rodside

P

Thanks to all who helped with Christmas Boxes.
We sent 18 boxes to the Tac
blessing visitors to our area far from home at Christmas

beaf

Christrrnras

Flowers

If you want to purchase Christmas flowers for the sanctuary in memoryf of

someone or honoring someone, the forms are in the church Narthex.
Please turn in forms by December 18th.
Please make your check for $16 payable to Peninsula Lutheran Churc

Wachet Auf

(Sleepers Awake)
Manna Ministry Benefit Organ Concert

Featuring Catherine Greene

A A AL A Rescheduled for
URGAN CONCERT Sunday, December 11, 2011 ~ 12:30 p.




Looki ng Aheadéé.

FIRST FRIDAY DINE OUT

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2 5:30 p.m.
HARBORPLACE @ COTTESMORE
CALL ART & CAROL JOHNSTON
360-876-0154

FINANCIAL PLANNING SEMINAR PRESENTED BY

THRIVENT 8
DEC 4fi CHARITABLE GIVING

MEN’S BREAKFAST At THE HARVESTER

Saturday, December 10 ~@ 8 3.m.
(2ND SATURDAY of the month)

Contact: Church Office 851-3511

MEN’S Re
BREAKFAST

INSTALLATION OF

YOUTH AND EDUCATION DIRECTOR
KATIE VANBEEK

DECEMBER 11, 2011

10 A.M. SERVICE

5

Installation

Altar Guild Next Meets:

Thursday, December 15th @10 a.m.

in the Fireside Room

Qi

ALFAR GUILD




Invite your friends to Celebrate the beginning of the holiday

season
‘0
&

Chrimas

Variety Show and Dessert Theatre

An afternoon of Joy and Mirth
anticipating our Savior’s Birth

Sunday, December 4

Peninsula Lutheran Church

6509 38™ Ave NW Gig Harbor

3 pm in the Fellowship Hall
A Freewill Offering will be taken

Presented by

O)he

Evergreen

Performers




COMMUNI TY BULLETI N BOARDEé¢é.

2011 SINGING CHRISTMAS TREE
LIFE CENTER, TACOMA
15 Performances DecemberZA

Schedule, location, tickets:
www.singingtreetacoma.com
Or call 253761-2147

Couples Life (Soul Matesp -

Drs. Les & Leslie Parrot

LIVE @ Chapel Hill:

January 14, 20127 9:001 3:00p.m.

Drs. Les and Leslie Parrott teach with biblical insight and practical advice.
Everyone (newlyweds, long married couples, seriously dating or engaged)

who wants to learn the keys to making a bad relationship good or a good rela-
tionship great, will benefit from this one -day seminar. Their reality  -in-
marriage message is simple, sensible and can be applied to couples of all

ages.

LEARN the 3 essential ingredients of maintaining lasting love.
DISCOVER the 4 unique love styles and which fits you best!

Cost: $69.50/Coupled 0 -$35.00/Individual ( includes snack & lunch)
Register ONLINEtoday! Seminar Walk-ins welcome (space permitting)

Taproot Theatre Company Present {:

Nov 18-Dec 30
Kindle your holiday Spirit at Beasl! e}
Can one mandéds kindness really be the answer
|l ieves it can and sets out to show us that @
ti me. o Full of quick changes, side splittin

heartwarming tale that will delight and entertain your whole family.
www.taproottheatre.org

> T 0O



Peninsula Lutheran Church
MINISTRY CONTACTS

WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY

Worship and Music Contacts:

Adult & MS/HS Praise Teams: Nate Sears G.A.P. Greeter Ministry: Kris & Janet Bernard
Chancel Choir: Nate Sears Handbell Choir: Nate Sears
Multi-Media Ministry: Dave Langer Worship Assistants: Jenny Robinson

YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY

Youth & Family Ministry Contacts: Kathleen VanBeek

Children’s Ministry: Kathleen VanBeek
Middle/High School Ministry: Kathleen VanBeek

CONNECTIONS MINISTRY

Adult Education: Pr. Lyle Miller Visitor Contacts: Louise Olsen
PLCW/Women's Circles: Sharon Cantrill Prayer Team: Bill &Lenore Ellison

PARISH HEALTH

Health Ministries Cabinet Coordinator: Flavia Rodside

Care Team Ministry: Flavia Rodside Parish Nurse Ministry: Jean Vanberg
and Flavia Rodside

MINISTRIES

Altar Guild: Verna Jean Jennings Prison Ministry: Sharon Peterson
Evergreen Performers: Sharon Cantrill Property Maintenance: Don Cooper
Hospitality: Ann Meacham Quilters: Dorothy Walker
Kid Zone (Nursery) Open Solid Grounds Espresso Cart:
Manna Ministry: Fred Simon Kristine Olsen
Mission Outreach Team: Open Weddings: Open
PLC Preschool: Kathy Harsch
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Peninsula Lutheran Church
6509—38™ Avenue NW
Gig Harbor, WA 98335




